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Stewardship reminders 

ELS – Extended over-winter stubbles (EF22) – Undesirable weed species such as blackgrass, sterile 

brome and wild oats can be controlled by spraying the affected areas from 15th May. 

MID-TIER CS – Nectar Flower Mix (AB1) – rotationally cut 50% of each plot before 31st May, taking 

care to avoid ground nesting birds; Enhanced overwinter stubble (AB6) – you can spray problem grass 

weeds from May 15th BUT please remember this option should not be located on fields where you know 

you have bad blackgrass issues. 

 

 

CS ‘Mirror Agreement’ offers – those of you with CS agreements that expire at the end of 2021 may 

well have had notification from the RPA of an offer to extend your existing agreement for a further 5-

years. If you are happy with your existing agreement then this avoids the need to reapply, saving time 

and cost. There will also be a ‘get out clause’ should ELMS be more attractive before the end of the 5-

year period. However, if you signed up to mid-tier in haste in 2016 (for an agreement starting on 1st 

Jan 2017) and now want to increase the amount of land in CS/change some of your options/move non-

rotational options/apply for more capital items then you should consider applying for a new mid-tier 

agreement. 

MID –TIER APPLICATIONS 2021 – the window for requesting a Mid-Tier application pack closes on 31st 

May. If you would like to apply for a Mid-Tier scheme with a start date of 1st Jan 2022 you must 

request a pack before this date. The completed application must then be submitted by 31st July 2021.  

COUNTRYSIDE STEWARDSHIP WILDLIFE OFFERS 

The Wildlife Offers are packages of a limited range of selected Stewardship options. There are four 

Offers: Arable, Lowland Grazing, Mixed Farming and Upland. The prescriptions and payment rates are 

the same as the rest of Countryside Stewardship, but you’ll need to choose enough of them to meet a 

minimum level. For example, the Arable Offer asks you to have 1% of your agreement land as a nectar 

and pollen-providing option, and 2% as Winter bird food. 

Wildlife Offers are quicker and simpler to apply for and are not competitively scored. However, unlike 

Mid-Tier, no capital items are available through this route and it is not suitable for sites with SSSIs. 

Online applications must be submitted by 31st July and agreements last for five years. Get in touch 

soon to find out more. 

 



  
 

 

BPS and CS Claims 
Please remember that you have to claim your CS payment each year as per your BPS and that means 
declaring where your CS options are located on an annual basis using the correct land use codes. 
Please see the link below. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-payments-land-use-codes-2021 
 

Game Crops – having just experienced the coldest and driest April for many years our soils are 

nowhere near ready for planting game crops. Hopefully you have made use of the dry conditions to 

get your seedbeds prepared, so now it’s a matter of patience. Patience to allow your weeds to 

germinate and patience to allow the soils to warm up significantly (ideally 14°C) before considering 

drilling. For many of you this won’t be until early June so please hold your nerve! Remember to get 

the majority of the crop’s fertilizer requirement in the seedbed before drilling. Game crops have a 

short growing season and need easily available nutrients to help them grow.  

 

Regen Agriculture 

Cover crops – it has been great to speak to so many people about cover crops for planting now or 

later in the summer.  Please get in touch if you are thinking about putting a cover crop into fallow 

land or into stubbles after harvest. We have some great options available to start to regenerate your 

soils. 

Companion Crops - If you are planning your rotation for next year, it is possible that you are 

considering oilseed rape, given current prices.  Oakbank has been pioneering Companion Cropping 

with OSR and has made excellent progress with a number of growers in different parts of the country. 

If you would like to discuss our methodology, then please give Ian Gould a call at the office and he can 

explain the system that has been developed. 

 

Our Summer Fallow Mix before the sunflowers came out 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-payments-land-use-codes-2021


  
 

 

 

 

GWCT SHOOT WALK AT CHURCH FARM SHOOT, SOUTHOE 22nd June, 6pm 

This promises to be an informative and fun shoot walk the day after lockdown restrictions are finally 

removed! We will be looking at management of SSSI woodland and game bird release, game covers and 

stewardship habitats, followed by a hog roast and a few drinks. The walk is by kind permission of the 

Ramply family and will led by Dr Roger Draycott of the GWCT. It’s a great opportunity to find out more 

about the work the GWCT does as well as supporting them financially and hopefully enjoying a lovely 

evening outside in glorious surroundings. Tickets are £20 and can be obtained through Tim Furbank 

tim@oakbankgc.co.uk 

 

Woodland and Tree Management  

Recycling plastic tree tubes 

Several places now offer recycling of ‘plastic’ tree shelters. Cheviot tree nursery has kindly put together 

a useful list of companies and regions to assist. 

Lease land to Forestry England for tree planting 

Forestry England (FE) is offering to take a lease on your land to create and manage new woodland to 

support government plans for woodland creation, nature recovery and progress towards net zero 

greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. FE will pay an annual rent for a 60 - 120-year period and do all the 

woodland creation and management on the owner’s behalf. Main headlines are >50ha blocks and public 

access provision compulsory to be eligible, and timber income goes back to FE.  Find out more HERE. 

Farm Woodland Payments 

The CLA is undertaking an environmental land management (ELM) test and trial focusing on farm 

woodland and forestry payment rates across all three components of ELMS. As part of the work, CLA has 

launched an online survey, which will be available here until 10 May. Please take the time to complete 

as it should help to improve grants and incentives in the future.  

OPM Vigilance    

Please keep an eye open for caterpillars of the Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) now that they are 

emerging. Although originally discovered in central London, OPM outbreaks are spreading into the 

neighboring counties and have occurred elsewhere throughout the country due to movements of large 

planting stock for housing developments. If you suspect anything please report it via TreeAlert. 

 

 

OPM caterpillars  

 

 
 

mailto:tim@oakbankgc.co.uk
https://rfs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0accee6b16e3893a244d0734c&id=f04c0147ff&e=1149d2dfb0
https://www.forestryengland.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Forestry%20England%20Woodland%20Partnership.pdf
https://rfs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0accee6b16e3893a244d0734c&id=e1800b9d15&e=1149d2dfb0
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/tree-alert/


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 New Wood Fuel Supplier Regs and Certification 
New regulations have come into force for many wood fuel suppliers. Ensure you have your wood fuel 
certified and are complaint with what you need to do to supply, distribute and sell wood for use in 
domestic heating appliances in England from 1 May 2021. See the new Government guidance here. 
 
 
Trees and Carbon News 

Forestry, wood and carbon 

Confor have produced a series of four explanatory briefing articles, with more to follow on the topic of 

Forestry, wood and carbon.  See the Confor Link here. 

The importance of carbon in a climate emergency 

The Forestry and Climate Change Working Group UK recently hosted a really informative and 

important webinar, watch it now on YouTube.  
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