
 

Managing Woodland SSSI’s and Permissions Required from Natural 

England. 

 
This guidance note has been put together to assist those clients who own SSSI’s so that they 

are aware of their requirements when operating on or near these designated sites. 

  

What is a Sites of special scientific interest (SSSI)? 

 

A Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is a formal conservation designation. Usually, it 
describes an area that's of particular interest to science due to the rare species of fauna or 
flora it contains - or even important geological or physiological features that may lie in its 
boundaries. 
 
You must get written consent from Natural England if you intend to carry out a listed 
operation within the boundary of the SSSI. 
 

What are the implications to working on a SSSI? 

 
If you wish to do anything on a SSSI it is essential to check if the operation is consented in 
the original citation developed at the point when the land was designated as a SSSI.  Many 
operations that were already being carried out at the time of designation, such as coppicing 
or game shooting, may well be included and therefore permitted to continue, assuming the 
management continues as originally agreed at the time of designation. However, many 
operations will not be included, or you may wish to make changes to the existing 
management, and therefore consent from Natural England must be sought before 
commencing. Most consents are time limited, usually maximum of 5 years before they need 
to be renewed. 
 
Each SSSI has a list of activities, known as ‘operations’, which need Natural England’s 
consent. These can be found online. Use the designated sites system (DSS) to search for 
a SSSI to: 
• get the list of ‘operations requiring Natural England’s consent’ (the ORNEC list) - you can 

download a list for each SSSI 

• get a map of the site’s boundary 

• find out why the site was designated 

• get Natural England’s ‘views about management’ report for its steer on how to manage 
land effectively 

• find out the condition of the site 

 

http://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteSearch.aspx


 
See below for example of ‘Operations likely to damage the special interest’ 
which will specific to each SSSI. 

  



 

 

What if I want to apply for a felling license or develop a Woodland 

Management Plan (WMP)? 

Complete a supplementary notice of operations for work on an SSSI 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supplementary-notice-of-operations-within-an-sssi 

and send this with your grant or licence application.  
 
The Forestry Commission will obtain consent from Natural England on your behalf when 
they process your application. This means that when they send the approved plan or felling 
licence to you, they’ll also send Natural England’s consent, which may list additional 
conditions. Prior to carrying out any work on an SSSI it remains your responsibility to check 
that you have the relevant consents from Natural England.  
 
You must give full and clear details about the specific nature of the proposed operations, 
how you propose to carry out and manage them and where and when within the SSSI they 
would take place. This information allows Natural England to check that you won’t harm the 
SSSI’s special wildlife so they can decide whether to give consent. 
 

If you do not have Natural England’s permission, you could: 

• incur a penalty including a fine of up to £20,000 in the Magistrates court or an 
unlimited fine in the Crown Court if you - or you allow someone else to carry out 
work without permission, or for causing damage to an SSSI.  

• have to pay to repair any damage to the site 
 
 

 

What about land next to a SSSI? 

 
You don’t need formal consent for work next to an SSSI but Natural England may choose to 
advise on precautions you may need to consider so that your work doesn’t harm the SSSI. If 
in doubt – our advice is check. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supplementary-notice-of-operations-within-an-sssi

