
MISCANTHUS

As a Game Cover Crop

-Is it right for you?



Benefits of Miscanthus

ÅCan provide a very warm secure holding area 
for gamebirds

ÅCan be used as a windbreak

ÅLasts many years ςcost effective in the long 
term

ÅLeaf produces a mulch on the floor to keep 
birds away from mud and suppresses weeds

ÅOnce established, management very easy



Issues to consider

ÅCost ςHigh initial costs to establish crop
ÅLead time ςlikely to take a couple of years (at 

least) to become useful
ÅEstablishment ςThe crop needs careful 

planting into a good, deep seedbed and can be 
very susceptible to drought in the early stages
ÅAppearance ςThe crop can get very tall, but it 

stands well and provides good cover. It does 
however standout in the landscape which may 
be a consideration for you / the landowner



Establishment

ÅMiscanthus is supplied as 
Rhizomes (pic opposite)

ÅNeed to be planted 7 ς10cm 
down into a deep, well 
structured seedbed

ÅPlants should be established 
in wide rows 1 metre apart, 
with 1 metre between plants 
in the rows as well

Å1st year weed control is very 
important, but quite simple



1st year Miscanthus

These pictures are of a 1st year crop in 
Norfolk.  This establishment is very good 
indeed, no doubt helped by higher than 
average rainfall. These plants grew to 
almost 1m tall which is the best one 
should hope for.



Mature Miscanthus Crops

This is Miscanthus that is 3 years old.  The 
crop has a fantastic canopy in the summer 
and then it stands well through the winter.

On larger shoots, consider using it as a 
windbreak around a more conventional 
crop of Maize or other food crop.



Alternatives to consider
ÅMiscanthus is very expensive , compared to some useful 

alternatives

ÅReed Canary Grass, grown in wide rows, can perform many of 
the same functions at a fraction of the cost. We have many 
successful examples of this. Most dissatisfaction with Canary 
Grass is poor decision making at the outset.

ÅPerennial Chicory is working very well on many shoots now, 
often in conjunction with Canary Grass (See Oakbank Game 
Mix 206)



Find Out More....
For an unbiased opinion on how you might use Miscanthus on 

your Shoot, please give Ian or Tim at Oakbank a call on 

01480 890686.  

It is a very useful crop in some situations, but it is not without 
some difficulties.  Our experience and advice will help you to 

understand the whole picture and make the right choices.


